THE KING ROAD MINE

Conservation / Preser

Tarmac Americads commitment to the environment IS re
County. As part of its plans to open the King Road Mine, Tarmac will purchase and restore an area adjacent to the n
site that will offset any impact of the proposed limestone mine.

The overall goal for the 4,50@cre conservation site, which comprises the Tarmac Conservation Area (TCA), is to enha
restore, and protect native wetlands and uplands, eventually restoring the site to its original condition.

The conservation area is part of the historic Gulf Ham-
mock, once the largest area of hydric hammock in Flor-
ida. The hammock once covered nearly 100,000 acres,
stretching from the Withlacoochee River north to State
Road 24, inland from the coastal salt marshes, to west of
US 19. It was known for its flora and faunal diversity.

However, since the early 1800s, the hammock has been
disturbed repeatedly beginning with selective
harvesting of specific tree species (such as east-
ern red cedar for pencils), and more recently,
the extensive conversion to planted pine plan-
tations (silviculture). Currently more than 1,600
acres of the TCA is covered with planted pines
which replaced most of the native hardwoods
and other naturally occurring vegetation on the
site. While an economic asset to the area, the
site lost much of its original natural character.

The mitigation plan for the TCA includes actions that will improve
and protect the ecological status of the area, and place the en-
tire area under a conservation easement which will ensure these
natural habitats remain forever.

The end result will be a natural
and gradual return to native
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Proposed mitigation activities include:
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To view the complete Mitigation Plan, visit our website at www.kingroadmine.com
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